
The Community Church 
Harrington Park, New Jersey 

48th Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 
Order of Worship 

November 23, 2021  7:30 PM 

PRELUDE  “For the Beauty of the Earth” arr. Raney 
Ms. Amy Duran, piano 

WELCOME   The Rev. Steve Sayer 

CHORAL INTROIT 

   Our Approach to God 
CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)    from Joel 2 

 Leader: Fear not, earth!  Be glad and celebrate!  God has done 
great things. 

 People: Fear not, wild animals!  The fields and meadows 
are greening up.  The trees are bearing fruit again:  
a bumper crop of fig trees and vines! 

 Leader: Children of Zion, celebrate!  Be glad in your God.  He’s 
giving you a teacher to train you how to live right—
teaching, like rain out of heaven, showers of words to 
refresh and nourish your soul, just as He used to do. 

 People: And plenty of food for your body—silos full of 
grain, casks of wine and barrels of olive oil. 

 Leader: You’ll eat your fill of good food.  You’ll be full of praises 
to your God, the God who has set you back on your 
heels in wonder. 

 People: You’ll know without question that I’m in the thick of 
life with Israel, that I’m your God, yes, your God, 
the one and only real God. 

*HYMN  “Now Thank We All Our God” #788 

CONFESSING OUR SINS TOGETHER (unison) 
God, here we are.  We’re going through a pandemic.  We hear of 
supply chain difficulties.  Inflation is rising.  But one thing we can 
say with certainty is that You’ve provided for us.  You’ve cared for 
us through it all.  It’s just that… we haven’t really remembered 
Your providing.  Sure, at this time of year, we sit around groaning 
tables and remember where our plenty comes from.  But we take it 
for granted so much of the time.  We don’t think about every check 
that gets deposited, every meal on the table, every family member 
hugged – yet they all come from You.  Spirit, keep us mindful of 
Your abundance.  Remind us to be grateful, O Father, Son and 
Spirit.  Amen. 

HEARING OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS from Joel 2 
 Leader: God says, “Come back to me and really mean it!  Come 

fasting and weeping, sorry for your sins!”  Change your 
life, not just your clothes.  Come back to God, your 
God. 

People: And here’s why:  God is kind and merciful.  He 
takes a deep breath, puts up with a lot, this most 
patient God, extravagant in love, always ready to 
cancel catastrophe. 

LIVING THANKFULLY AS FORGIVEN PEOPLE from Psalm 100 
 Leader: Listen to how grateful people live:  Enter the Temple 

gates with thanksgiving; 
 People: Go into its courts with praise.  Give thanks to Him 

and praise Him. 
COMBINED CHOIRS         “Prayer of Thanksgiving” arr. Kremser 

under the direction of Ms. Amy Duran 
 
THANKSGIVING MESSAGE “A Reason to be Thankful”  
  The Honorable Paul Hoelscher, Mayor, Harrington Park 
    
   The Word of God 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS        Matthew 6:25-33 p. 6 (NT) 

MESSAGE  “Do Not Worry” The Rev. Aaron Oliver 

PRAYER FOR BLESSING ON THE WORD 

   Our Response to God 
OFFERING 

*DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER  #815 

THE GENERAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

*HYMN  “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” #797 

*BENEDICTION  Pastor Sayer 

*POSTLUDE “For the Fruit of All Creation” Welsh Melody 
   ************ 
A tradition of the ecumenical Thanksgiving service is that the offering 
will be contributed to the Family Promise (formerly the Interreligious 
Fellowship for the Homeless of Bergen County). Particularly in these 
difficult economic times, and as we begin to experience the cold of 
winter, please be as generous as you can. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Rev. Steve Sayer Pastor, Community Church 
Deacon Tom  Lagatol Our Lady of Victories Roman Catholic Church 
The Rev. Aaron Oliver, Interim Pastor, St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
Ms. Amy Duran Music Director, Community Church 
 
 

 
Our thanks are extended to all who shared in this service. 

 
Thank you for joining in this ecumenical service, 

 giving thanks and praising God together. 
We hope to be able to share in refreshments next year 

when the pandemic is behind us. 
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