
 

Blessing of the Rectory 

Visit, O blessed Lord, this home with the gladness of your presence. Bless all 
who live here with the gift of your love; and grant that they may manifest 
your love to each other and to all whose lives they touch. May they grow in 
grace and in the knowledge and love of you; guide, comfort, and strengthen 
them; and preserve them in peace, O Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen + 

 

A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis of Assisi 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow 
love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where 
there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, 
light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be 
consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to 
love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are 
pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen. 
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The Rogation Procession 

Following an ancient tradition, we walk the parish ‘bounds’ to ask (the 
Latin ‘rogare’) for God’s protection on crops, animals and people. We 
celebrate the gift of creation, offer thanksgiving for those who labor 
on land and water, and pray for our stewardship of the earth. The 
procession begins at the front door of the church, with the blessing of 
seeds and crosses. 

 

Blessing of Seeds 

O Heavenly Father, who by your wondrous providence made all grass, 
herbs, and trees, each with seeds of its own kind: Accept and bless 
our offering of seeds to be planted, that the life in them may burst 
forth into fullness according to your good creation; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(The seeds may be distributed, to be planted at home.) 

 

Blessing of Crosses 

O God, whose blessed Son has promised that we need only to ask in 
order to receive: Accept and bless these crosses, and grant that 
wherever we place them they may stand as a sign of our unfailing 
trust in your bounty and as encouragement to all who see them to 
put their faith in your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever. Amen. 
 

(The crosses are carried in the procession, to be placed in the ground 
at each station.) 

 

Blessing of the Church (at the door of the church) 

O God our Father, whose Son was content to share the life of his 
village at Nazareth: Bless the life of this parish with your continual 
presence. Grant that in every home your Name may be hallowed and 
your will be done, that we may learn to love every neighbor and live 
godly lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. + 
 

Blessing of the Font 

Holy God we thank you that through the waters of Baptism we die to 
sin and are made new in Christ. Grant that this font may be to us a 
reminder of the liberty and splendor we enjoy as children of God, and 
make us bold to proclaim to every person we meet that they, too, are 
beloved children of God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. + 

 

Blessing of Gardens (at the garden beds) 

O God, who has given each one of us the opportunity to share in the 
cultivation of the land: Give us skill and patience in digging, sowing, 
and planting that these gardens may gladden our hearts by their 
usefulness and beauty; in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen. + 
 

Blessing of the Parish Hall and Yard 

Gracious God, bless those who teach and those who learn, those who 
meet and discuss, those who cook and serve, and those who break 
bread together in this place. Grant that this may be a setting for 
speaking, hearing, and sharing your word; through the one who is the 
Word, Our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. + 


