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Dear Friends in Christ,

I have been at St. Andrew’s as the Priest-in-Charge for eight months now. In
this time, I have seen your generosity as you contribute ideas, funds, and time
to this community. Every dollar raised, every minute of volunteerism, every
good plan comes from your hearts and goes toward our mission to share
God’s love with all.

At a recent Vestry meeting, I listened as members of St. Andrew's talked about
why they are members and what motivates them to pray, serve, and give here.
There were a multitude of reasons, yet all focused around the gift of God's
abundant love in their lives. They spoke of the desire to share that love with
others, especially those less fortunate, and to pass it along to their children
and generations to follow, with words like:
·

fellowship

·

nurture

·

community

·

spiritual values

·

transformation
Our Season of Stewardship has begun, and our theme this year is More Than

Enough. The story of the Feeding of the Five Thousand, found in all four
Gospels, describes the miracle of Jesus feeding a multitude from a scant few
loaves and fishes. This is what we do at St. Andrew's, in body, mind, and

spirit. We share who we are and what we have so that God’s love may be
known to all.

In a few weeks, you will receive an invitation to pledge the gifts you will make
in the coming year to help our church and our neighbors. I ask that you pray
with us as we offer gifts and gratitude, and consider how you will contribute
your gift in recognition of God’s abundant love, which is More Than Enough.

In Christ,
Elizabeth +

In Memoriam: The Rev. Diane L. Rhodes,
former Rector of St. Andrew’s Church
th
On Sunday, September 25 , St. Andrew’s hosted a Celebration of the Life of The
Rev. Diane L. Rhodes, former Rector. Rev. Diane died peacefully on September 14

th

at her home at The House of the Good Shepherd, Hackettstown, NJ. For a full
obituary, please click here.

Diane’s family members from Pennsylvania joined with members of St. Andrew’s
and the wider community, and colleagues from the Diocese of Newark to remember
Rev. Diane’s fourteen years of faithful leadership at St. Andrew’s, and her loving
care for all she met. St. Andrew’s Priest-in-Charge, The Rev. Elizabeth WiggMaxwell preached, and Paul Shackford and Harrington Park Mayor Paul Hoelscher
shared remembrances.

Finally, Rev. Diane’s family and the clergy of the Diocese of Newark gathered at the
altar to commend her into God’s loving arms and the glorious company of the
Saints in Light!
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Memorial Service for the Rev. Diane L. Rhodes
Paul Shackford Remembrances
More than 15 years ago, Lyn, Kathy and I met to interview Diane Rhodes as we were
searching for the priest to join us at St. Andrew’s, to walk with us into the
future. She joined us as our interim priest in 2007. Shortly thereafter, we called her
to be our Rector, and our paths were joined together for 14 years.
Personally, I never would have guessed then that she would be with us that
long. But I became so excited to have her here, and to work so closely with her for
so long. I have been very fortunate to have spent that time with her. But we were all
so fortunate. We found her to be a gracious and caring pastor, a person who cared
for all, and a friend.
When Diane retired last year, a book was put together with many pictures of the 14
years Diane was here with us. And there were a number of letters that people wrote
to her that were included in the book. We presented it to her at her retirement. I
know she treasured those pictures and words of love.
I looked over the pictures in the book this past week. Celebrations of baptisms,
confirmations, weddings, blessings. And I re-read the letters. And it is clear that so
many people were affected in such a positive way by Diane’s being our Rector.

I wondered: How can I summarize her time with us. And then it struck me: She
changed peoples’ lives.
Let me share with you some of how she did that.
She baptized so many. She believed that the most important thing that she did was
to welcome children and others into the life of Christ. She delivered her Love
Sermon, as she told how Christ was there for the newly baptized. That the person
baptized was welcomed into the church. Not just children, but others. All were
welcomed. And I saw her cry every time she baptized someone into the love and life
of Jesus Christ.
She confirmed 26 people during her time here. Not just young people, but she
welcomed adults as well. She made confirmation more than just a ceremony – she
made it a transformational gift for all.
She married couples. She assisted in marriages. She blessed marriages. All in the
name of Christ.
She visited us in hospitals and homes. She took care of us spiritually when we were
tired or ill. She had a natural gift for healing prayers, and was a prayerful presence
that made people feel calm.
And she grieved with and comforted those who were dying, and their families and
friends.
She was with so many through all of the important parts of their lives. Including
attending school plays and sporting events and family affairs.
She changed those peoples’ lives.
As I read the letters in her retirement book, and the emails I have received this past
week, and heard from so many of you over these past days, and from our Bishop, I
heard so many talk about how Diane changed their lives, and the lives of their
children and families. Few people I know have been able to accomplish that on
such a wide scale.
She was an important part of the life of St. Andrew’s, and the lives of many within
this parish and outside in the community and our diocese.
Someone said to her: “You arrived in our lives tentatively, and became our

stability.” I think that is a great way to summarize her time with us. We had been
looking for a person who really wanted to be our priest. Well, it turns out we found
her.
Many will always remember her for her sermons. She spoke the truth about justice
issues. She knew what we needed to hear – whether we knew it or not. So, she
made us uncomfortable at times. She challenged us to address issues, in the name
of right-ness and righteousness. Because that is what Jesus did. We, too, were
called to speak out against injustice, and to welcome the Other.
At the same time, she accepted all who came through these doors. This included
people who had been struggling to find a spiritual home. One person said, “I had
nearly lost my faith until I walked into St. Andrew’s and met Diane – I found my faith
again.”
She brought children to know the love of God through our All God’s Children’s
services, and the Bible stories she told them – in a way that they could better
understand God’s love. As one said, “The delight in Diane’s eyes when she spoke
with them made the children realize that they were seen, and that what they had to
say was important.”
She was at the forefront of getting into the community. Our Going Local ministry
was a way for us to meet people outside our doors. And she led us into the
community, to hear what the concerns were, and to try to develop ways to address
those needs.
Diane had a deep belief that we are called to love everyone. Not only the people to
whom we provided shelter as we welcomed them to stay overnights here in our
parish hall, but to those who believed differently than we. They are all our
neighbors, and we are called to love all, she often said.
One of our parishioners said of Diane, “You are the perfect combination of loving,
strong, smart, reliable, and ever-present.” Another: “You taught us, laughed with
us, wept with us, and graced us with your presence.”
So many people were touched by Diane. She changed so many lives.
On a personal note, Diane was always there for Barbara and our daughters, Julia
and Kathryn. Celebrating Julia’s wedding. Baptizing our granddaughter. Praying for
Kathryn when she was deployed in the Middle East. Being with us through our
accidents, operations, illnesses. And being with Barbara’s mother, Rita, who often
said that Diane was there for her more than her own church was.

But my family is not unusual. Diane was there for so many others in those kinds of
ways. Including those in her family, who were so important to Diane – she spoke of
them often.
And, so, my friend Diane, I thank God I had the opportunity to know you.
Your favorite saying was from St. Julian of Norwich: “All manner of thing shall be
well.”
It shall be. Yet, I shall miss you. You were an inspiration for me and for so many
others for many years.
And you shall continue to be.

A Wonderful Day at St. Andrew's

September 18

th

was Welcome Sunday, a day

bursting with the spirit of God here at St
Andrew’s. The day began with Sunday School
classes kicking off with three separate classes!
Following the children’s classes we celebrated our
first ever blended Sunday service. The service

began with the sounding of the shofar* and
proceeded with a hymns and prayers to blend our
regular service with our children’s service. The
congregation lifted their voices in song that rang
through the entire church. Following service we
gathered for a parish picnic complete with burgers
dogs and an extraordinary potluck! It was a
wonderful day and many thanks to everyone who
made delicious food for us all to with special
thanks to Jim McGlone our “grill master”. Such a
lovely day!

St. Andrew’s at Harrington Park Town Day
What fun we had representing the St. Andrew’s community on September 10 th at
Highland Field for Town Day. Kathy Ferdinand drew on her years of teaching and crafting
to offer Tokens of Love. Children of all ages gathered at our table to decorate their tokens
with stars, rainbows, hearts and other images. Rev. Elizabeth took the opportunity to
introduce herself to parents and other family members and to offer prayers for the
anniversary of 9/11 and information about the ministries at St. Andrew’s.

Thank you to Pastor Elizabeth for working at Town Day so
enthusiastically, introducing herself to all the families that walked past our
table, plus assisting the children with making “love tokens”. She met and
greeted Councilwoman Joon Chung, and Borough Clerk Ann Bistritz as well.
Town Day is an opportunity to meet and greet, and we are generally the only
church represented at the function!

Parish Picnic

A HUGE THANKS to Debbie Gregory-Fink for organizing our annual gathering!

Food Drive
This year’s Annual Food Drive was kicked off with many volunteers from our
congregation and local Girl Scout and Boy Scout Troops walking routes to
deliver flyers door to door in Harrington Park. This drive is unique because it is
the first time in 30 years that we did not deliver empty food bags to each
household, but we are hopeful that paper bags, boxes, or canvass bags from
the stores may be returned filled with food this. The drop off for the drive is the
weekend of September 24th and 25th from 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., and we
should be able to report our totals in the next Messenger.
Thank you to the following congregation members for their walking and
time:
Michael and Petrina Biskup, Kate Duggan and her sister, Kathy Ferdinand, Lyn
Fowler, Girl Scout Troops from 2nd graders to 8th graders - Tracy Grassi,
Kristen Hanelt, Maria Hafner, Leanne Mitchell (Troop Leaders), Debbie
Gregory-Fink, Diana and Julian Morris + Boy Scout volunteers, the O’Neil
Family, Helen Patrosio, Paul Shackford, Valley PIE Program’s students, and
Pastor Elizabeth Wigg-Maxwell. We couldn’t have covered the territory
throughout Harrington Park without all of you volunteering. As Benjamin
Franklin said, “Well done is better than well said.”
Submitted by Kathy Ferdinand

Blessings of backpacks and briefcases (instruments)

From your Stewardship Committee

Hello St. Andrew's:
This fall we are gearing up to launch the most successful Stewardship
Campaign in all the history of St. Andrew's Episcopal Church in Harrington
Park!
You will soon receive the first of several letters from St. Andrew's, and we ask
that you look at and listen to the messages about stewardship contained in the
letters, sermons, announcements and other communications from St. Andrew's
over the next few months.
Our theme for this campaign is: More than Enough. This concept is
exemplified by this quote from the material furnished by the Diocese:
“Our world is filled with God’s abundance if we will only open our eyes to both
see it and look for it. To recognize the extraordinary enough-ness of the gifts
given to all of creation. And that indeed that the ‘more than enough-ness’ is
sufficient to satisfy and nourish us all.”
Please look for the messages, thoughtfully consider them and pray for
guidance as you plan your pledge for the coming year,

Yours in Christ,
Chuck Blackinton for the Stewardship Committee

Passing Down Our Faith: A Gift of Bibles for
Our Teens
We give thanks for the generous anonymous donor
who gifted our teens with their own bibles this past
Sunday. What a wonderful way to begin our new
season of Sunday School! The bibles are an amazing
combination of color maps, indexes and introductions to the books of the bible, as
well as explanations of words and terms, and even some ‘biblical’ advice! Our
young people opened them immediately and were fascinated. Thanks to
Anonymous for this precious gift of learning and faith for our young people!

Fish & Chips - Election Day November 8th
Good news to announce; the Vestry voted at its last meeting that this year’s

Election Day Fish & Chips may once again be held inside the Parish Hall. It is much
more festive to decorate the hall in red, white, and blue and to greet the community
and congregation that supports our dinner. The other added advantage is that
anyone who would like to stay and enjoy their dinner may eat in the Parish Hall and
have their Fish & Chips hot off the assembly line! Tables will be set for singles,
couples, families, and neighborhood gatherings. Plus, brownie bakers be sure to
get ready and volunteer to bake; we will be cutting and wrapping homemade
brownies for dessert to celebrate this year. The Vestry did add in their vote of
confidence that if the COVID numbers or variant numbers spike again before
November 8th, we will have a drive by “take out order only” with curbside pickup.
Let’s keep our fingers crossed that we can gather and enjoy our Fish & Chips
dinner together.
Please volunteer to help make calls and collect dinner orders, bake brownies, cut &
wrap brownies, and even serve on the cooking line to box the dinners to go. Let’s
start spreading the word that Election Day Fish & Chips is back in business and in
house!
Call Kathy Ferdinand (201-696-0543) to volunteer in any capacity. Thank you.

HONORING OUR OWN!

We would like to offer congratulations
to two mom’s whose service has
reached beyond the walls of St
Andrew’s. Christine Barnhart and
Cricket O’Neil were honored for their
service to the Girl Scouts
Organization. Thank you for your
service!

LONGEVITY

Love from Japan with my dearest
never give up cancer fighting mom
and 96 year old papa-san.
Their health secrets..,
Yakuzen vegan Japanese
foods, spiritual support, green tea,
and taking care of own chores.
Love,
Michiko

Michiko’s vegan Medicine dishes for tea ceremony.

Recipes
Happy Birthday Dad!
In the Blackinton world, September means Dad’s birthday. We were grateful to
th
be able to be together and celebrate his 85 with him. We had take-out from
one of his favorites, Greek Village. And his daughter-in-law Michele baked his
favorite, German Chocolate Cake! (recipe below) We learned that although the
cake is called German Chocolate Cake, it is not actually German; it gets the
name from the brand of chocolate, Germans Chocolate – who knew?!

Although we didn’t get a picture of the cake, we do have a picture of everyone
who was there that night.

German Chocolate Cake
Cake
4 oz sweet baking chocolate, cut into pieces
1/2 cup water
2 cups sugar
1 cup butter or margarine, softened
4 eggs
2 1/2 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon baking soda
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 cup buttermilk
1 teaspoon vanilla
Frosting
1 cup sugar
1 cup evaporated milk
1/2 cup butter or margarine
3 eggs, beaten
1 1/3 cups flaked coconut
1 cup chopped pecans or walnuts
1 teaspoon vanilla
Steps
Heat oven to 350°F. Grease 3 (9-inch) round cake pans with shortening;
lightly flour. In 1-quart saucepan, melt chocolate with water over low
heat, stirring frequently. Cool.

In large bowl, beat 2 cups sugar and 1 cup butter with electric mixer on
medium speed until light and fluffy, scraping bowl occasionally. Add 4
eggs, one at a time, beating and scraping well after each addition. Beat in
chocolate mixture. On low speed, beat in remaining cake ingredients
until well blended, scraping bowl occasionally. Pour batter evenly into
pans.
Bake 35 to 45 minutes or until toothpick inserted in center comes out
clean. Cool in pans 5 minutes. Remove from pans; place on wire racks.
Cool completely, about 1 hour.
In 2-quart saucepan, cook 1 cup sugar, the evaporated milk, 1/2 cup
butter and 3 eggs over medium heat, stirring constantly, until mixture
begins to bubble. Remove saucepan from heat. Stir in coconut, pecans
and 1 teaspoon vanilla. Cool completely, about 30 minutes.
Place 1 cake layer, top side down, on serving plate. Spread with 1/3 of
frosting. Repeat with remaining cake layers and frosting, ending with
frosting.
Aunt Jan's Pretzels

Mississippi Roast
Ingredients for 8 servings
o

1 boneless chuck roast, 3 pounds (1.3 KG)

o

¼ cup flour

o

salt, to taste

o

pepper, to taste

o

3 tablespoons canola oil

o

4 tablespoons butter

o

10 pepperoncinis

o

2 tablespoons mayonnaise

o

2 teaspoons apple cider vinegar

o

¼ teaspoon dried dill

o

⅛ teaspoon paprika

o

fresh parsley, for garnish

Preparation:
1.

Dredge the chuck roast in flour, salt, and pepper, and massage it into the meat.

2.

In a skillet on a very high heat, brown the meat on all sides in the canola oil to

create a crust.
3.

Transfer the meat to a slow cooker and top with butter and pepperoncini.

4.

Cover the slow cooker and set it to low.

5.

In a small bowl, mix the mayonnaise, vinegar, dill, and paprika until well

combined.
6.

Spread over the meat and cook on low for 8 hours.

7.

Remove the roast and shred with two forks.

8.

Return meat to the slow cooker and stir to mix in the juices. Serve with fresh

parsley.
9.

Enjoy!

Video of the recipe: https://tasty.co/recipe/mississippi-roast

Blueberry Crisp -Saved from food network online recipes
Ingredients
6 cups blueberries, rinsed and lightly dried
1 tablespoon cornstarch
1/4 cup sugar
Pinch salt
Topping Mixture:
1/2 cup all-purpose flour
1/2 cup quick-cooking oats
1/4 cup packed light brown sugar
1/4 cup sugar
1/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg
3/4 cup chopped pecans
1/2 stick room temperature unsalted butter, cubed

Directions
1.

Preheat oven to 375 degrees F.

2.

Toss blueberries, cornstarch, sugar and a pinch of salt together in a bowl.

3.

Combine flour, oats, brown and white sugar, cinnamon, nutmeg and pecans in

a bowl. Add butter and pinch into chunks. Mix until it looks crumbly.
4.

Add the blueberries into a 2-quart baking dish. Top evenly with the crumb

mixture. Bake for 40 minutes. Serve with ice cream and whipped cream.
Whipped cream, for topping
Ice cream, for topping

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER EVENTS

St. Andrew's Stewardship Season: More Than Enough
This fall, we explore the message at the center of our faith: all that we have
comes from God, and is More than Enough. Through scripture, reflection,
discussion, and sharing, we’ll experience what generations before us have
discovered time after time: in the face of what may seem to be diminishing
resources, God grants us new ways to carry out our mission of love in Jesus
Christ!
Important Stewardship Season Dates:
Sunday, October 30th Pledge cards mailed to parishioners
Sunday, November 13th Please return your pledge
Sunday, November 20th Report of pledges received and festive coffee hour
celebration!
st
Fall Clean-up Day: Saturday, October 1 10 a.m.
Volunteers are needed for both
inside cleaning of the downstairs
classrooms area, and for pruning and
clean-up of the church and rectory
yards. Please bring whatever lawn
tools you have! Lunch will be
provided.

Blessing of the Animals Sunday,
October 2nd
9 a.m. All God’s Children followed by
Sunday School
10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite 2
4:00 p.m. Blessing of the Animals in
the Parish Hall yard.
All animals (including toys) are
welcome for a blessing in honor of St.
Francis of Assisi, lover of all God’s
creatures.

Mutual Ministry Review

After six months of ministry together with Rev. Elizabeth, we'll gather to
look at where we've been at St. Andrew's, where we are today, and where
we're being led by God's Holy Spirit. Join the Vestry and facilitator Anne
Kitch, Rector of St. Luke's, Phillipsburg on Saturday, October 22 from 10
- 1p.m. to share your thoughts, hopes, and prayers.

Announcements
Please email any announcements that you would like to be
considered for inclusion in upcoming Sunday bulletins to
Therese at Standrewhp@gmail.com. Announcements must be
received by Tuesdays at noon.

Next Issue of The Messenger:

Articles (poems/artwork/announcements) for the December 2022/January
2023 issue of the Messenger are due in to Debbie (dgfive@gmail.com) or
Lyn (lafowler4@verizon.net) by November 13th at the latest. Thank you.

